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Police union is critical of Ackley
in open letter ad placed in Day
from A1
negatively affected police
operations, employee morale and public safety for
quite some time,” it adds.
The letter states that the
majority of the members of
the department are troubled
that the public “is not seeing
the negative effects Ackley
has created inside of the Police department.”
It criticizes Ackley for her
appearance at a City Council
meeting on Aug. 24, during
which she alleged interference in her running of the police department. That same
day, city officers shot a man
who had allegedly stolen a
truck from a liquor store.
Ackley did not arrive at the
scene until after the council
meeting, O’Mara, Lynch and
other officers said.
The two events that day
prompted the executive
committee to draft the letter, O’Mara and Lynch said.
“I think she served up the
why,” Lynch said Friday in
response to a question about
what prompted the letter.
“She has now put our agency
on the front page of the paper for what I think is either
political or her own selfish
goals. And in doing so, she
has mentioned subordinates,
which are our rank-and-file
union members, that have
been involved in the ‘undermining of her authority.’”
Lynch and O’Mara said
Ackley has never addressed
the alleged problems within
the department that she has
denounced publicly. At the
council meeting, Ackley accused Councilor Michael
Buscetto III of discrimination, harassment and trying
to undermine her authority
with some members of the
police department.
“We’ve not only not been
told what are the actions of

the subordinates, we haven’t
even been told who the subordinates are,” Lynch said.
“And as the chief of police,
you’re in charge — she always talks transparency
and professionalism. Well, if
someone’s not being professional under your command,
not only haven’t they been
investigated, they haven’t
been notified. We have to
read about it in (the) paper.”
Ackley did not respond to
a request for comment Friday.
The police union has endorsed Buscetto as a candidate for mayor, and O’Mara
and Lynch said the timing of
the letter has nothing to do
with Tuesday’s Democratic
primary election in which
voters will decide between
Buscetto, the endorsed candidate, and challenger Daryl
Justin Finizio.
The two said the executive committee met after
the shooting and the council meeting and decided to
write the letter, then had to
draft it, edit it and review it
repeatedly before publishing it.
The letter appears two
days after Ackley announced
that the police department
was one of 30 agencies
statewide to receive a Tier
One accreditation from the
state’s Police Officer Standards and Training Council.
A statement issued by
the police department said
Ackley, who was appointed
chief in 2009, has made professional standards and the
uniformity of services provided to the public a priority. The policy development,
procedural changes and additions to staffing required
to achieve accreditation has
taken more than 18 months
to accomplish.
Reaccreditation would oc-

Pawcatuck woman
needed some answers
for a good and responsible
career.” Events such as silent
auctions have been held to
help fund the scholarship.
Most years, Erika Piver said,
the scholarship has gone to
someone who, like her brother, knew exactly what they
wanted to do. But last year’s
recipient, honor student Sara
Santos, broke the mold.
Santos, Piver said, explained she had not yet had
that “aha” moment when she
realized exactly what she
wanted to do with her life.
“ I said, ‘That’s very honest.’ It caught my attention.
I didn’t figure out what I
wanted to do until I was in
my 30s,” Piver said.
In addition to the scholarships, there are other
reminders of Josh Piver in
town. The high school soccer field has been dedicated
in his memory, signified by
a plaque on a nearby large
boulder. There is a granite
bench in his memory at Stonington Point engraved with
these words: “Play music,
Walk on the beach, I won’t be
far from reach.”
There are also plaques at
Town Hall and the Pawcatuck
Neighborhood Center. One of
the high school crew team’s
shells was christened the
“Josh Piver ’96.”
And Erika Piver has has
her own reminders of what
happened to her brother every day. “It’s impacted my life
in every way,” she said.
It’s no wonder that she’s
not looking forward to Sept.
11 this year.
Still, she agreed to speak
to Stonington High School
students on Friday and will
attend ceremonies at the
Lyman Allyn Art Museum in
New London for victims Ruth
McCourt of New London and
her daughter, Juliana, who
were aboard one of the jetliners that slammed into the
World Trade Center. There
will also be a ceremony at
Stonington High on Sunday.
“Three weeks ago I said I
wished it was September 12,”
Erika Piver said recently. “I
know everyone wants to so
something. It’s really nice,
but it rips it wide open again.”
j.wojtas@theday.com

k.crompton@theday.com
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

from A1
candidate who estimates his
campaign has registered 300
voters, some first-time voters
and some who switched party
affiliation just to vote in the
primary. “It shows they believe in me.”
His challenger, Daryl Justin Finizio, who said that he,
too, has registered about 300
voters, declared that the increase in voter participation
is a “wonderful sign.”
“I don’t think anyone can
really predict what’s going to
happen,’’ Finizio said Friday.
“We’re out there. We have
a good organization, we’ve
had mailings, debates, house
parties and knocked on thousands of doors. Our sense is
we are certainly viable.
“Mike has run a great race,
too. It could really go either
way.”
As of Friday, the city had
12,452 registered voters. Of
those, 6,017 are Democrats,
1,215 are Republicans and
5,100 are unaffiliated. There
are also 120 registered as
“other,” which includes the
minor parties, such as the
Green Party.
Just since June 1, 365
Democrats have signed up to
vote, including 230 unaffiliated voters who registered as

the primary
Polls open Tuesday
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
POLLING PLACES
District 1: New London
High School, 490
Jefferson Ave.
District 2: Harbor School,
432 Montauk Ave.
District 3: Nathan Hale
School (temporary home
of Winthrop School), 37

Democrats so they can vote in
Tuesday’s primary, according
to Bill Geising, the Democratic registrar of voters. Geising
said he has also received 83
absentee ballots so far.
In a city where the turnout
hovers around 30 percent for
most elections, Geising has
ordered ballots for a 70 percent turnout.
During the 2010 gubernatorial election there were 12,095
registered voters, 4,892 of
whom actually voted. In the
2009 election, only 3,340 of
the city’s 11,350 registered
voters cast ballots.
During the last Democratic
primary in the city, which was
for governor, just over 1,000
people turned out to vote.
“There’s definitely been a
lot of new voters and a lot of

interest,’’ Geising said, similar to the influx of new voters
in 2008 when Barack Obama
was elected president. The
city had nearly a 70 percent
turnout during that election.
“We had a lot of people registering then,” Geising said.
“We had people lined up out
the door.” He added that he
hasn’t seen any lines this time
around but said there’s been
a steady stream of new voters
coming in.
Residents, and registered
voters with no party affiliation, have until noon Monday
to register as Democrats to be
able to vote in Tuesday’s primary.
Win or lose, Finizio said, he
is excited about the number of
residents who are participating in the election, including
about 400 who attended a debate Thursday night and hundreds of others who watched
it online.
“It’s great. That was the
whole point of creating an office of mayor,’’ Finizio said.
“People want their own leader who they can hold accountable. It’s something New London hasn’t had for 100 years.
“Now people get to say,
‘We get to choose.’ It’s not a
done deal.’’
k.edgecomb@theday.com

After cat vanishes at airport, anxious audience urges action
left for Kennedy International
Airport two weeks ago ready
to make a fresh start. After 22
years in New York City, she was
moving to San Jose, Calif., for a
job at a software design company. Her two cats, Jack and
Barry, would be going with her.
But it did not turn out that
way.

Half an hour after Pascoe
went through security and
handed over her cats to American Airlines workers, each cat
in a secured plastic pet carrier, her cellphone rang. Jack,
she was told, had gone missing in the inbound baggage
processing area at Terminal 8,
the door to his carrying case
inexplicably left open.
“That’s when the whole
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New York — Karen Pascoe

nightmare began,” she said.
Now, Pascoe’s nightmare
has turned into something
of one for American Airlines,
as pet lovers and sympathizers have seized upon Jack’s
cause. As Jack remains at
large, the wall on the airline’s
Facebook page has been besieged by impassioned pleas
for the airline to do more to
find him.
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OPEN LETTER TO THE CITIZENS OF NEW LONDON
The New London Police Department has been in a managerial crises since Margret Ackley
assumed command of the police department. Ackley’s actions and lack of executive level
management skills and judgment have negatively affected police operations, employee morale
and public safety for quite some time. Chief Ackley has made every attempt to deﬂect her
managerial mishaps and the problems her lack of leadership and judgment have caused by
dragging the police department into the political ﬁrestorm of the mayoral election. The New
London Police union did endorse Mike Buscetto but the problems within the department did not
start with that action.
At a recent city council meeting and in various BLOG comments and other places there seems
to be public support for Chief Ackley. The majority of the men and women of the New London
Police department are troubled that the public for some reason is not seeing the negative effects
Ackley has created inside of the Police department.
Ackley is known for being out and about within the community which is an admirable action for
a Chief of Police. However, Ackley is not out and about when it comes to her own people, this
fact is best highlighted by the recent ofﬁcer involved shooting.
On August 24, 2011 there was a serious criminal incident which resulted in an ofﬁcer involved
shooting. An ofﬁcer involved shooting is the most serious incident a police department will
face, New London has had two in less than six months. In the aftermath of a shooting many
actions have to occur that require command presence and judgment and experience. The Chief
will inevitably argue that her subordinates are more than capable of handling these situations.
Given that Ackley has been an absentee chief why wouldn’t they? Ackley’s only contribution to
this incident was appearing for the photo opportunity late in the evening.
At the critical moments of the recent shooting Ackley was more concerned with securing inﬂated
retirement beneﬁts than she was with the well being of her police ofﬁcers and the public safety.
The fact that Ackley lacked the command judgment to stop attending her personal needs and lead
her department is disturbing. At a critical moment where Ackley could have demonstrated any
leadership qualities she chose to remain at a City Council meeting and state that "I am no longer
able to effectively lead this department”. The majority of the men and women of the New
London Police Department want the public to know that Margret Ackley has never effectively
lead the New London Police department.
Given Ackley’s admission that she cannot effectively lead the police department, she should
immediately be relieved of any responsibilities as chief of police.
The men and women of the New London police department want the citizens of New London to
know that they will continue to provide the highest levels of public safety and service and will
not let an ineffective chief of police or city politics get in the way of their only mission, which is
to keep the City of New London safe.
Signed,
New London Police Department Union
Local 724

Paid for by NLPD Union, Roger Baker, Treasurer
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where he was the goalie on
the soccer team. He went on
to graduate from the University of Vermont, where he
majored in economics. During the summers he worked
aboard the Dodson’s Boatyard launch, ferrying people
back and forth from their
yachts and sailboats.
Josh Piver was living in
Brooklyn and working as a
pollution credits trader for
Cantor Fitzgerald on the 105th
floor of the north tower of the
World Trade Center on the
day of the attacks. He was 23.
Growing up in Stonington,
Erika Piver said, she and her
brother, who was three years
younger, were close. “I never remember us fighting,” she said.
“I was always his protector.”
As teenagers and into their
20s, they had their own interests and friends, and Erika
said she and her brother
“never got to know each
other as adults.”
She said that’s why Josh’s
friends here and in New York
City have been so important
to her over the past decade,
telling her stories about a
hardworking young man who
also liked to have fun.
Erika Piver’s becoming a
history teacher is not the only
positive thing that came out
of the tragedy. Shortly after
Josh’s death, she set up a
scholarship in his memory with
the help of the Greater Mystic
Chamber of Commerce. It’s no
coincidence that the chamber
is involved — Erika was attending a meeting of its business
education committee when she
got word of the attacks on the
World Trade Center.
After she had returned
from New York City, where
she met with police, the
chamber committee’s chairman, Josh Lyons, suggested
creating the scholarship.
“I thought, ‘OK. Now I can
focus on this really positive
thing to do,’ ” she recalled.
Each December, $1,000
is awarded to a Stonington
High School senior who
“must best epitomize Josh’s
same passion for life, desire
for honest leadership, care for
family and friends and vision

cur within three years.
Lynch and O’Mara said the
chief has made it a point to
appear often in public and to
make the rounds with politicians but has not extended
the same effort within her
own department. As an example, they said, Ackley
spent the night mixing with
the public at the recent Food
Stroll, but failed to stop in at
an Elks dinner held the same
night in which the police department was honoring its
Officer of the Year, whom
they said Ackley herself had
chosen.
“I don’t think a lot of the
public knew they were being billed for it,” Lynch said,
referring to overtime pay,
which has been a sticking
point for some in Ackley’s
departure contract.
The letter also stated that
if Ackley can’t lead the department effectively, as she
told the council, she should
be removed as chief immediately.
“She had a pretty good
ride for a while; she was the
prom queen for a while,”
Lynch said. “But it seems to
me the first time that she
faced or was confronted with
some adversity as the chief
of police, rather than stand
and fight, she tucked her tail
between her legs, threatened to quit and threatened
to sue. That says a lot about
a leader.
“I would hope our leader
would stand and fight. Because we face adversity
every day on the streets …
(and) we can’t threaten to
sue and quit. We have to face
it head on and take care of
it.”

New London voter list on rise
as the race for mayor heats up

